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the corrosive sublimate of demonstrated evolution
upon the basis of dogmas which had boasted of
their eternal nature. De Maistre, it is clear enough,
stands for that old medieval theocracy which the
Revolution had made finally impossible. The
frank opponent of Bacon, the contemptuous critic
of Locke, the -unmitigated hater of Voltaire, he
seems essentially unaf&liated to the modern world.
He is like one of those curious instances of atavism
for which the science of heredity is so signally
unable to account. It seems at first sight illogical
to connect his thought with that of Bismarck who,
in creating the German empire, was perhaps
instrumental more than any other statesman of his
time in rendering impossible the fulfilment of the
dream of which De Maistre was the chief expo-
nent. Bismarck was, with Cavour, the most
national of nineteenth century statesmen, and it
was of nationalism that the Ultramontane theory
has been the uncompromising antagonist. He was
the foe of the Roman Church. For more than a
decade he pursued it with a hostility that was at
once bitter and unrelenting. His outlook seems
antithetic to that of De Maistre. Tet the differ-
ences are more apparent than real; and exami-
nation suggests that in the search for an adequate
perspective they are unimportant. Each aimed,
fundamentally, at the same goal; and it was only
the formal structure in which their ideas found
realisation that marks a distinction in the basis of
their thought.